
Greetings!

I am delighted to introduce you to Child Foundation’s new president, Gary Gamer.

Gary will become Child Foundation’s new President, serving as its Chief Executive
Officer, starting Monday, September 28. He has spent the last ten years as a consultant,
working internationally in child protection and family welfare with groups such as
UNICEF and Islamic World Relief. Previously he lived and worked in Portland as the
Director of the immigration and refugee agency SOAR of the Ecumenical Ministries of
Oregon. Gary’s career also includes fifteen years in senior leadership positions at Holt
International Children’s Services, where he served as CEO, and as the Peace and Justice
Coordinator for the U.S. National Council of Churches USA. Gary has worked with NGOs
in Africa, Asia, the Pacific Islands, the Middle East, Latin America and the U.S. in
program support and development, living in these regions. Gary is pleased to be
returning to Portland, Oregon, Child Foundation’s hometown.

Clearly, Gary brings a world of experience to us. Just like all Child Foundation donors, he
has huge respect for each child’s potential. It is clear he is practiced at building programs
that care for the whole child, not just their intellect. And he is passionate about the
successes that brighten the world.

You all know that the last year has been one of the most challenging in the history of our
organization. We faced the none renewal of our license to send funds to Iran by US
Government Treasury Department, an intrusive 13-month IRS audit, not to mention the
economic and health challenges of the worst pandemic in recent memory. Amidst that,
Child Foundation implemented the new Iran Cosponsorship Program which is a complex
and legally viable food import program to Iran that distributes needed resources to
children in nearly every province of the country.

You also helped us provide significant emergency aid in 2020. For the Sistan and
Baluchestan flooding in Iran early this year, we used our OFAC General License E funds
to rebuild and plug kids back into school. With the same OFAC permissions, we paid for
4,200 care packages to overwhelmed Iranian families. We also sent hundreds of hygiene
packages to Afghan families and pediatric patients, and health resources to Cambodian
classrooms. And finally, we expanded in 2020 with a new office in Kabul, Afghanistan
and begun programs in India and Tajikistan.

Through these difficult times that also affected your families, you did not forget us. You
did not stop supporting us and we did not stop working for you and our children. I am
happy to inform you that we have met all these challenges with success. We changed a
year full of issues to a year full of results. I can only attribute this success to three factors:

1.     Unprecedented support from thousands of loyal sponsors, devoted volunteers and
community members who remain the backbone of our organization
2.     Determined and focused management from our Board of Directors
3.     Exceptionally talented, creative, tireless, and professional staff

I am pleased to announce that we remain one the most reputable, transparent, and
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reliable US NGOs supporting children in Iran, Afghanistan, and several other countries.
It is genuinely exciting that we found a new leader to take this stable system to greater
heights beyond my capabilities. To that end, I say goodbye to you loyal supporters and
leave you in Gary’s capable hands. My final request is keep changing the world through
supporting children in need of education, one child at a time. 

Sincerely,
Navid Seyedali, President

P.S. Please spare 3 minutes to share your experience through GreatNonprofits.

Encourage and sponsor a bright student

News from Afghanistan

School’s In, Plug In

The UN raised the alarm this week
that 24 million students are at risk of
dropping out of school due to the
pandemic. We are earnestly working
to lessen the pandemic’s harm by
providing our sponsored children
with the resources they need. In
Afghanistan, our sponsored children
are ill-equipped for their school’s

remote learning. By helping us get electronics into their hands, you can help a child
beat the predictions. 272 children in our program are affected.
 
Thank you to all of the sponsors of Afghan children who have already responded to the
alert we sent about their children’s education needs. Hear from one of our social workers.

New Kabul Office

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, our
Afghanistan program has grown immensely.
Based on the overwhelming success of our
Mazar-e-Sharif office (which now supports
more than 500 children), we are pleased to
announce our new office in Kabul,
Afghanistan’s capital. Why is this so
exciting? Kabul’s population is 10x larger

than Mazar-e-Sharif, that’s 4 million people strong. Our new social workers in Kabul are
already interviewing families and looking over applications. The need is great and we are
honored to bring more aspiring students into the Child Foundation family. We can build
a better future, one child at a time. 
 
Thank you to all of the sponsors of Afghan children who have already responded to the
alert we sent about their children’s education needs. Your donation of a television and
even a rechargeable battery will make all the difference.
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Safer classrooms in Cambodia

We are fighting the risk of COVID-19-caused high dropout rates. In Cambodia, each of

our sponsored children has fresh school supplies and classrooms with hygiene materials

for safe learning. Our donors provided backpacks, stationary, and uniforms for children

excited to learn. That’s safe learning you can be proud of.

Sponsor a student

Tooba is a talented 18-year-old
student in 12th grade. She is
from Urmia, Iran. Her father made
decisions that have removed him
from his daughter’s life. Tooba and
her mother moved to her
grandmother’s house. They live in
one of the rooms in the house while
her married uncle lives in the same
house too. Tooba’s mother is looking
for a new place to live due to the

Cyntia is a 15-year-old student
from Bandung, Indonesia. She is
currently in ninth grade. Her father
passed away in October 2014. Now,
she lives with her mother and older
brother in her grandmother’s house.
Her mother works as a housekeeper
for a small income. As a result,
Cintya needs financial aid to
continue her education. Thanks to
another sponsor, Cyntia only needs
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strained living situation. Their only
source of income is from a charity
which isn’t enough for their needs.

$30 a month more to ensure she is
financially able to go to school.

Poet Kamand Kojouri gives to us all

Child Foundation believes that
education is the means toward a
brighter future. Children equipped with
the tools they’ve learned can creatively
meet the needs of their communities
while fostering understanding and
peace.

Poet Kamand Kojouri’s recent
publication explores these ideas beautifully. “God, Does Humanity Exist?” is a
worthwhile exploration of empathy and community. She is graciously donating the
book’s royalties to Child Foundation so you have two great reasons to read it. 

Share your story

You can amplify Child Foundation's impact in the lives of so many children. Please
spare 3 minutes to share your experience through GreatNonprofits.
Your testimony will be visible to potential donors and volunteers.
We are optimistic that with your feedback we will be (again!) a GreatNonprofits
top-rated organization

Child Foundation’s Legal Means of Aid to Iran

Child Foundation is proud to stand by the people of Iran despite how difficult it is to send aid. We are actively
involved in all four of the below actions in Iran:

1. Under OFAC’s General License E, Child Foundation can transfer funds in the case of a natural disaster
such as the flood in Sistan and Baluchestan province.

2.  Under OFAC’s General License E, Child Foundation can transfer funds in the case of humanitarian aid
such as the coronavirus outbreak.

3. Child Foundation’s Iran Food Package Program for our over 6,000 students is needed more than ever
and legal as importing food is not a sanctioned activity.

4.  Child Foundation’s efforts to secure medical supplies that are hard to come by inside of Iran are also
legal as importing medical supplies is not a sanctioned activity.

To learn more about OFAC’s General License E, please visit here.
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